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The unforeseen arrival of Ukrainian students in March 2022 

led us to reflect on the cultural and linguistic diversity 

within our school.  

We want to ensure that every learner, regardless of English 

language proficiency, feels a sense of belonging, can access the 

curriculum content and experiences success.

Woodbrook College is a co-educational DEIS post-primary in 

Bray, Co. Wicklow with a student population of ca.550. 

Our Vision: Learning Together for a Better Future

Intercultural Awareness is linked to the 

Sustainable Development Goals.

Goal 3 - good health and wellbeing

Goal 4 -  quality education

Goal 10 -  reduced inequalities.

It means being aware of inclusion and

equality of opportunity.

The Language of Schooling

Our School

What did we do?

Leave no one behind

Outcomes

Practical changes

o Teachers are teaching with live subtitles in Powerpoint

o Home Language classroom buddies

o Drop Everything and Read in Home languages

o Google doc and Word translation being used 

o House exams translated into Heritage languages

o School Website translated into different languages

o Offline translators allowed during lessons and exams

o Heritage languages are included in Think Languages and 

Languages week

o Heritage Languages are included in the Friday Assembly

o Heritage Language Support Classes for 5th and 6th years.

Our school now has detailed information from the ILAOS 

surveys and has implemented ILAOS recommendations
Teachers are asked to directly support their 

EAL/ multilingual students

Our school now has an insight into the 

languages spoken at home and requests this 

information from incoming students. 

Why is the language of 

schooling important?

➢ Student's ability can be 

underestimated

➢ Disparity between our 

expectations and the reality

Ways to support students:

Be welcoming 

• Get to know your students- where 

are they from, what languages do 

they speak at home, and how to 

say their name

Be inclusive

• A sense of belonging to the group 

can affect a students’ self-

esteem, their identity and 

wellbeing.

Support the development of students’ 

abilities in the language(s) of 

schooling

Whole School Language Survey
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